Proposed statement on the intentions of the Environment Agency towards the NBN and on what we expect from the NBN.
Purpose

The purpose of this statement is to help develop a shared understanding between the Environment Agency and the NBN on the relationship between the two organisations and thus help the NBN in its business development and planning. However, this statement is not a binding commitment. 
Intentions of the Environment Agency   

· We intend to maintain our membership of the NBN Trust for the next three years at current level of funding and contribution in kind. We intend to review the arrangement before the end of that period (31st March 2012).
· We intend to deliver and update species data from statutory (aquatic) ecological monitoring programmes as and when resources are available.  

· We will make non-native species data available to NBN. 

· We will consider if it is worthwhile and practicable to move River Habitat Survey (RHS) information to NBN. 
· We collect some data on species distribution through local surveys to support Environmental Assessment (eg for Flood Risk Management capital schemes) and to support local priorities for conservation. We will make data acquired through these reactive surveys available through NBN.  
· We will encourage those who make data freely available to us (ie largely specialist recorders) to make their data available through NBN. 

· We will systematically explore and define the current usefulness of NBN to the Agency and define gaps.
· We will help the development of NBN by providing support (eg a Trustee, committees work, etc).
· We will promote NBN internally for applications where its usefulness has been demonstrated.
· Report annually to the NBNT on progress made.
Work with other partners (in parallel with, and independent of NBNT)
· Work with other partners (eg Natural England, Countryside Council for Wales, Joint Nature Conservation Committee) to align data acquisition plans to maximise the return on investment (eg partnership working; single inter-agency deals with providers).
· Support the maintenance of the  “species” dictionary through the Natural History Museum.
What we expect from the NBNT
· Help the Agency get access to the high resolution data that is already available through NBN. (Ultimately the Agency would require selected data or information uploaded on to its system).
· Deliver data on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan species (and habitat) for which the Agency is the lead.
· By agreement, deliver web services to the Agency.
· Deliver data that will help the Agency meet its statutory duties (eg support for monitoring in relation to Water Framework Directive).
· Report to the Agency annually on progress against targets and demonstrate value for money.
