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Statement of Intent

1 Purpose

The purpose of this document is to:

1. Summarise the business reasons why Marine Biological Association  (MBA) is engaged with the National Biodiversity Network (NBN);

2. Identify what MBA will do to support the development and maintenance of the NBN over 08-09; 

3. Identify what resources and assistance MBA requires from the NBN Trust over the same period; and

4. Provide information for the development of work priorities for the NBN Trust staff and resources.

2 Reasons for engagement with the NBN 

1. The MBA is a founding partner of the NBN and supports access to biodiversity information.  The MBA looks to work within the NBN structure to address the needs of marine biodiversity information resource.

2. Marine biodiversity has traditionally been kept very separate from terrestrial biodiversity recording.  Engagement with the NBN allows terrestrial experiences to be shared.  The MBA recognises the NBN has been strong in raising the profile of marine biodiversity information currently available.

3. The MBA intiated the Marine Life Information Network (MarLIN) programme in 1998.  The programme has been highly successful at pulling together marine life information on species and habitats alongside access to survey data and education and recording initiaitives.  All of those activities are relevant and compliment the work of the NBN.

4. MarLIN and DASSH (Data Archive for Seabed Species and Habitats) have acted as the marine node for the NBN and brought large amounts of marine data to the NBN Gateway.  The MBA would like to continue the engagement with the Gateway utilising the NBN as the dissemination method for collated and archived data in addition to the MBA acting as a node for other marine groups across the UK.

2.1 MBA support for NBN 2008-9

5. The MBA as a charity cannot contribute to direct funding of the NBN.  The MBA can contribute staff time and project work to meet the NBN aims.  In particular the MBA through DASSH and MarLIN look to function as the marine node of the Gateway and to develop marine education and recording initiatives under the NBN Banner.

6. The MBA is adopting NBN tools and standards for the display of biodiversity information through it’s associated web sites and promotes the NBN  through all it’s relevant activities.
2.2 NBN support for MBA 2008-9

7. The MBA would request more involvement in the development of  future Web services to meet the requirements of the marine community.

8. The MBA would wish to be involved in any bid for structural funding to develop the marine node of the NBN.  There is great potential to engage with local groups and increase marine recording from its current low level.
3 Work Priorities 2008-9

9. 
Provide alternative mechanisms for the flow of data between providers and the NBN, utilising XML-based transfer mechanisms.

10. Incorporate accredited MDIP Data Archive Centres into the NBN model, to ensure the long-term archiving of marine biodiversity data.

11. Provide UKHO charts as a base layer for the display of marine data through the Gateway and Web Services.

12. Support the continued development of Marine Recorder and the updating of marine species lists.

13. Support co-ordination of marine recording activities to enable increased data flow
�The web services are already defined.  We would like to feed into any second-tranche of services, but development is done by the local sites.
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